appendix 4
I-394 Express Lane Task Force Minority Report

Rep. Jeff Johnson

September 30, 2004
In general, I’m very pleased that the Pawlenty Administration has been willing to take action to better utilize the HOV lanes on I-394.  It’s a very good thing for daily commuters that we are finally doing something to encourage more efficient use of those lanes, but I am not supportive of the portion of the plan that will require a transponder and toll payment 24 hours per day.
Currently, drivers who are alone in their vehicles are restricted from using the HOV lanes between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. heading into Minneapolis from the west and between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. heading out of Minneapolis to the suburbs.  The new plan will allow more commuters to use the lanes during those rush hours for a fee, which I strongly support.  It will also, however, require that drivers will have to purchase a transponder and pay a fee to use the HOV lanes during the 21 hours of each day that are not considered “rush hour.”  There have never before been non-rush hour restrictions on at least the western portion of these lanes.
I understand the enforcement concerns about requiring tolls only during part of the day, but the potential difficulties that this might cause are minimal in comparison to the frustration many of my constituents will experience when they realize the lanes they have been appropriately using for free for many years (if you don’t count the taxes they paid to build the road in the first place), will now require them to purchase a transponder and pay a fee every time they enter the lane.
I would not be so concerned about this issue if we were building a new lane and charging for its use, but I don’t believe it’s wise or fair to take lanes that have been in general use 21 hours per day without any problems for many years and now restrict them only to those who are willing to pay an extra toll to use them.

Again, I commend Governor Pawlenty and Commissioner Molnau for having the courage to do something about the “sane lanes” on 394, but I respectfully voice my strong opposition to the decision to make the new toll provision apply 24 hours per day.
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